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LTHOUGH not a unique

irframes to form an artificial P’ ket /s
reef to attract marine life and anct
divers is new to Thailand. A plan

popular tourist paradise of Phuker
Island will reach fruition towards the
end of this year.

Creating artificial reefs off
Thailand’s coast is no in irself
unusual. Some z%‘o two surplus
Royal Thai Navy warships, HTMS

Khram and Kut, were scurcled e

off Pactaya. ‘»
Since May, four decommissioned .

former Royal Thai Air Force (RTAF) y .

Douglas C-47 Skytrains and five
wrbine-powered Sikorsky S-58T
helicopters have awaited their new
watery role on a wharf at Makham
Bay on Phuket’s north western coast.
Cyclone xarGts, which unexpectedly
hit the Burmese coast on May 3 this
year, prematurely started the monsoon
season in the region. This put paid to
the sinking of what is locally referred to
as the ‘Coral Reef Squadron’, planned
for May 5. Since then, conditions have
been deemed too dn:?crous due to the
: seas associated with the monsoon.
- p It now looks as though it will be November
by the time the operation gets underway. The
airframes will be positioned off the coast in Bang
Tao Bay and face an 18-hour voyage past the
southern tip of Phuker Island.
Prior to moving to the island’s decp sea port, the
aircraft had been in open storage ar the air base at
Koke Krathiem in Lopburi. For more than a decade
they had slowly deteriorared to a state which did not
render them suitable for display in a museum or as gate
guardians, If they had not been earmarked to be used as
’ an artificial reef. these machines would otherwise have
' - faced the scrap man’s axe. -
e Planning for their new role had been in the offing for
‘ some years, but only really gor under way when 15 flac-
| bed trucks, loaded with the dismantled aircraft left Koke
.- Krathiem for the three-day journey to Makham Bay. @
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HS! 150218
63/19 HSS-1 153129

Notes: All built originally as piston-
engined Sikorsky H-34 Choctaws (for
the USAF and US Army) or HSS Seabats
(for the US Navy) but converted locally
by Thai-Am with PT6T-3 Twin-Pac
turboshafts. In the UK the 5-58 was
known as the Wessex.

. Coral Reef Squadron C-47s

USAAF
serial

50/19 C-478B-50-DK  45-1093

Notes: All were built by Douglas at
Okiahoma City, Oklahoma, for the USAAF.
Through the years the RTAF has been a
large operator of the venerable Skytrain,
with an estimated 60 examples having
been used. Today the remnants of these,
and a few extras acquired from other
sources since, continue to fly as Basler-
converted turboprops. A total of nine

of the rejuvenated ‘Gooney Birds' being
employed.
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